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TheAct providesfor apublic hearing
onthis proposal,if requested.Requests
mustbefiled within 45 daysof thedate
of this proposal.Suchrequestsmustbe
madein writing andaddressedto the
Field Supervisor,AshevilleField Office,
U.S. FishandWildlife Service,330
RidgefieldCourt,Asheville, North
Carolina28806.

NationalEnvironmentalPolicy Act

TheFishandWildlife Servicehas
determinedthatanEnvironmental
Assessment,asdefinedunderthe
authorityof theNationalEnvironmental
Policy Act of 1969,neednot be
preparedin connectionwith regulations
adoptedpursuantto Section4(a) of the
Act. A noticeoutlining theService’s
reasonsfor this determinationwas
publishedin theFederalRegisteron
October25, 1983 (48FR 49244).
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List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17
Endangeredaridthreatenedspecies,

Exports.Imports, Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

ProposedRegulationPromulgation

PART 17—IAMENDEDI

Accordingly, theServicehereby
proposesto amendpart 17, subchapter
B of chapter1, title 50 of theCodeof
FederalRegulations,assetforth below:

1. The authoritycitation for part 17
continuesto readasfollows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361—1407;15U.S.C.
1531—1544; 16 U.S.C.4201—4245;Public Law
99—625,‘100 Stat.3500; unlessotherwise
noted.

2. Section17.12(h)is amendedby
addingthe following, in alphabetical
orderunderAsteraceaeto the List of
EndangeredandThreatenedPlants:

§ 17.12 Endangered and threatened plants.
* * * * *

(Ii) * * *

Dated:August26, 1994.
Mollie H. Beaftie,
Director,FishandWildlife Service.
(FR Doc. 94—22368Filed 9-8—94; 8:45 arnl
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50 CFR Part 17 \~%- O~4~

Endangered and ThreatenedWildlife
and Plants:Noticeof Finding ona
PetitionTo Changethe Statusof the
Grizzly Bear Population in the Northern
ContinentalDivide Ecosystem From
ThreatenedTo Recovered

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of 90-dayPetition
Finding.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. Fish andWildlife
Serviceannouncesa 90-dayfinding for
a petition to amendthe List of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.Thepetitiouersrequested
thatthegrizzly bear(Ursusarctos
horribilis) populationin theNorthern

ContinentalDivide Ecosystembe
delistedfrom threatenedto recovered.

TheFishandWildlife Servicefinds
that thepetitionersdid not provide
substantialinformationto indicatethat
thepetitionedactionmaybe warranted.

DATES: The finding announcedin this
noticewasapprovedon August31.
1994.

ADDRESSES: Questions andcomments
concerningthis finding shouldbesent
to Field Supervisor,EcologicalServices,
U.S. FishandWildlife Service,100N.
Park.,Suite320,Helena,Montana,
59601.Thepetition,finding, and
supportingdataareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theFishand
Wildlife Serviceoffice at theabove
address

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
KernperMcMaster(seeADDRESSES
above),telephone(406) 449—5225.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4~b)(3)(A)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, asamended
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),requiresthatthe
U.S. Fish andWildlife Service(Service)
makea 90-dayfinding on whethera
petition to list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmay be
warranted.Noticeof the finding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.This noticemeetsthe latter
requirementfor the90-dayfinding made
earlier for thepetitiondiscussedbelow.
Informationcontainedin this noticeis
asummaryof theinformationin the90-
dayfinding, which is theService’s
decisiondocument.

On March 14, 1994,theService
ret;eivedapetition datedMarch 11,
1994. from theResourceOrganization
On TimberSupply (ROOTS).The
petitionersrequestedthattheService
delist thegrizzly bear(Ursusarctos

Species
Historic range Status When I~sted S1ciaI

Scientific name Commonname

Asteraceae—Asterfamily:

Helianthus eggertii Sunflower,Eggert’s U.S.A. (AL, TN, KY) T NA NA
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horribiiis) popwlat~o~mtht
ContinentalDivide Ecosystem(NCDE)
from threatenedto recovered.

Grizzly bearsin theconterminous
UnitedStateswerelistedasa threatened
speciesundertheAct in 1975 (41 FR
12382LIn 1S~2,the.Serviceizienttffied
theNCDE in Montanaasoneof four
remainingecosystemsin the
contermi.nousUnitedStates.knownto
support.agrizzlybearpopulatioaUJ.S
FishandWildlife. Service(1982).For
eachof theseecosystems,.the.Grizzly
BearRecoveryPlan.(RecoveryPlan)
(U.S. FishandWildlife Service.1993)
includesachapterwhichoutlines
recoveryactionsanddefinespopulation
subgoalsthatreflectconditionsunder
which threatsto thepopulationshave
beeneliminatedor significantly
minimized.

For eachof thefive factorslistedin
section4(al(1)of theAct, thepetitioners
presentedinformation to suggestthat
threatsto grizzlybearsin theNCDE
havebeeneliminatedor minimized to
theextentthat thepopulationno longer
requiresprotectionundertheAct. In a
secondportion of their petition,the
petitionersalsosubmittedthatthe
demographicrecoverycriteria for the
NCDE specifiedin theRecoveryPlan are
beingmetexceptfor femalegrizzlybear
niortalitv subgoal,andthatassumptions
usedin developingtherecovery
subgoalsshouldbe consideredwhen
evaluatingfemalemortality.

The Serviceagreeswith mostof the
information presentedby thepetitioners
regardingthefive factors.However,only
two of threedemographicsubgoals
establishedin theRecoveryPlanhave
beenattainedin theNCDE basedon
monitoring datafrom thepast6 ~ears.
The subgoalfor thelimit on known.
human-causedfemalegrizzlybear
mortality for the NCDEwasexceeded
during 1992 (U.S. FishandWildlife
Service1993)and1993(Montana
Departmentof Fish,Wildlife, andParks,
unpublisheddata,1988—1993;U.S.
ForestService,Missoula,Montana.
unpublisheddata,1988—1993).

TheServicemaintainsthatthe
~issumptionsusedto developthe
populationsubgoalswerenecessarily
conservativein orderto: (1) Facilitate
recoveryof the population,(2) allow for
error in minimum populationestimates.
and(3) allow for unknown,unreported
mortality. The Servicerecogniiesthat
theresulting limits on human-caused
mortality areconservative.The Service
believesthis to be areasonableand
prudentapproachto theconservationof
listedspecies,especiallythosespecies,
includinggrizzly bears,for which there
areno applicablescientificmethods

availablet~estimatetheactueP
popi~ilatf’on’with stati~tica’lcanfdence~

Finally,, theServicerecommendsthat
aConservationStEategyfar the~izzry
bearintheNCDE.beflnailizedand
approi~redbyal~cooperatingStateand
Federallaedaorlwildiife management
agenciesprior t~rd~±istiiaga grizzly bear
population..A draftConservation
Strategyfor theNCIJE has.beea
preparedin anth~i&patianthat the
populationwill achieverecoverygoals.
However,thedocumenthasriot been
finalizednorapprovedby all
participatingagencies.

TheServicewill begindelisting
proceedi.n~s.for the~grizzly bear
populationLa theNCDEwhen:() The
populationhasattainedall population
demographicparametersfor that
ecosystemwithin themonitoring period
specified,and(2.) aConservation
Strategydetailingtheadequate.
regulatorymechanismsthatwill
continueafterde’listinghasbeen
finalizedandagreedto by cooperating
agencies.

In summary,theServicefinds that the
petitionersdid not supplysubstantial
information to indicatethatthe
petitionedactionmaybewarrantedat
this time.

The Service’s90-dayfinding contains
more detailedinformation regardingthe
abovedecision.A copymaybeobtained
from theService’sHelenaoffice (see
ADDRESSES above).
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Author

This noticewaspreparedby Anne
\‘andehevat theService’sHelenaField
Office (seeADDRESSESabove).

Authority: Theauthorityfor this •u,t~onis
theEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16 U.S.C.1531—1544).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports, Imports,Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,
Transportation.

Dated:August31. 1994.
Mollie H. Beattie,
Director, Fishand, Wildlife service.
(FR Doc. 94—22371Filed9—8—94; 8:4.t arni
BILLING CODE 4310-65-M

DEP*RTMEN’r OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atrrmspheric
An~a

50 CFR Part 644
(LD. O83~94A]

Atlantic Bilifish Fisheries

AGENCY ~tional MarineFisheries
Service(NMFS),NationalOceanicand
AtmosphericAdministration(NOA.A),
Commerce.
ACTION: Atlantic bilifishes;
announcementof ad.ditionalscoping
meetings.

SUMMARY: NMFS haspreviously
announcedscopingmeetingsfor
Atlanticbiiifish. Thepurposeof the
scopingmeetingsis to receive
commentsconcerningtheAtlantic
billfish fishery from fishery participants
andothermembersof thepublic
regarding:A definition of overfishing,
reducingfishing mortality, reporting
requirements,andotherissues.This
documentannouncesadditionalscoping
meetings.

DATES: Written scopingcommentsmust
be receivedby October1, 1994. The
scopingmeetingswill beheldon
September14, 1994, 1:30 to~4:3Opm.,
SanJuan,PR andSeptember15, 1994,
7 to 10 p.m.,La Parguera,PR.
ADDRESSES:Written scopingcomments
shouldbe sentto RichardB. Stone,
Chief, Highly Migratory Species
ManagementDivision (F/CM4), Officeof
FisheriesConservationand
Management,National Marine Fisheries
Service,1315 East-WestHighway,Room
14853, SilverSpring, MD 2O910~Clearly
mark the outsideof theenvelope
“Atlantic Billfish ScopingComments..”
Input for tile issues/optionsstatement
may alsohe provide,dto thesame
address,dr by sendinga fax to C.
Michael Bailey at 301—713—1035.The
scopingmeetingswill beheld in the
following locations:

1. CondatoPlazaHotel, 999 Ashford
Ave. Condato,SanJuan,PR00906’,~O9—
721—1000.

2. CentroComunal,La Parguera,La
las. PR 00667,809—766—5926..
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT~C.
Michael Bailey, 301—713—2347or fax:
301—713—1f~5.
SUPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION:

ScopingMeeting

Dependingupontheinterestof the
audience,theMeetingOfficermay
increasethe lengthof themeeting,
NMFS is alsosolicitingwritten
commentson issuesof concernin this


